
 

How better to observe this year of 
Mercy than by receiving the 
Lord’s mercy in our own lives by 
celebrating the sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Tuesday, 
December 15th at 7:00pm. There 
is no better preparation for 
Christmas.  It gives meaning to 
the phrase, come home for 
Christmas, which is more than a 
physical journey, but honoring 
ones life as a sacred journey. We 
celebrate the wonder and beauty 
of who we are and who we are 
becoming, honoring the life that 
wants to live in us.  

Our Christmas Masses are surely 
our greatest opportunity of the 
year for the people of God to 
welcome the stranger into the 
joyful celebration of the birth of 
our Saviour. “They name him 
Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.” 
Isaiah 9:5b 

May peace and joy reign in our 
liturgies and in the hearts of all 
our families this Holy Season. 

Merry Christmas! 

Rev. Nicholas P. Clavin 
Pastor 

It is time for us to reflect on the gift 
that is Christmas, the story of the 
Incarnation. Literally the 
“enfleshment” of God. This is how 
God came to live among us, as 
Emmanuel, God with us. “For a 
child is born to us, a Son is 
given…” Isaiah 9:5a 

Mary and Joseph were travelers 
looking for refuge, who were turned 
away from many doors before 
benefitting, we assume, from the 
kindness of a stranger who offered 
them a place to stay. They were far 
from home. Mary was about to give 
birth, and they were in need - a 
familiar story.  

Today, millions of people are in a 
similar situation. Just recently, we 
have been forced to think of the 
plight of refugees and homeless 
people. Some 1.5 million of them 
have entered Europe. The heart 
breaking stories and images of 
families fleeing their homes in war 
ravaged countries enters our living 
rooms. Close to home we are 
saddened by accounts of homeless 
people dying in our streets. 
Inequality is growing worldwide, 
with half the world’s wealth in the 
hands of 1% of the population. Nor 
indeed should we avoid these 
stories. 

If Christmas is to mean anything to 
us, it should impress on us the 
importance of doing what we can to 

welcome the stranger, we are 
particularly a nation of 
immigrants.  

We just celebrated our parish 
30th Anniversary - 
Congratulations - with a hall full of 
guests at a banquet celebration 
with Bishop McElroy. It was also 
in celebration of the dedication of 
our hall expansion, with your 
sacrifice, which increases our 
capability of welcoming the 
stranger. Fr. Jim Poulsen, 
founding pastor, remarked on all 
the strange faces, as well as 
familiar ones, who were present. 
The growth of community takes 
place in welcoming the stranger, 
which is one of the corporal 
works of mercy, like feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked and 
healing the sick. These corporal 
works of Mercy find fulfillment in 
our faith community, and God 
willing, will continue, especially in 
this holy season.  

This we do, not because they are 
Christian, but because we are 
Christian.  We are Christian 
because Christmas happened, 
because God sent Jesus, born in 
a stable in Bethlehem, to be one 
of us, and to teach us to be good 
and compassionate human 
beings. We are agents of loving 
Mercy.  

Merry Christmas To All 
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  FINANCE REPORT FY2015   

  Saint Gregory the Great Church   

  www.saintgregorythegreat.org    858-653-3540   

  
Annual Income  +3% Year-end 

6/30/14 
Year-end 
6/30/15 

 General Observations 
> The year's contributions increased by $35,000 or 
2% over last year.  Father Nick is extremely grateful 
for your continued generosity. 
 
> Overall operating disbursements decreased by 5% 
     
> Operating and facility expenses decreased 15% 
this year. 
 
> The Parish's debt service decreased because the 
School paid a larger portion of the expense in 2015. 
 
> The Diocese assessment of $244,000 includes 
$32,000 to the secondary school initiative.  
 
> The School generated enough revenue to cover its 
expenses, pay a 50% of the monthly debt service, 
and support future capital projects.   

  

  
Wkly Envelopes/Credit Card 
Pmts 

 $ 1,831,138   $ 1,866,405  
   

  
Youth and Confirmation 
programs 

      159,831   $   150,554  
   

  Other parish income       171,111   $   206,564     
     $ 2,162,080   $ 2,223,523     

  Annual Expenditures -5%        
  Salaries and benefits  $   780,771   $   770,963     
  Operating & Facility expenses       691,750   $   601,796     
  Debt Payments       178,082   $   122,228     

  
Youth and Confirmation 
programs 

      158,472   $   133,866  
   

  Diocesan assessments       216,738   $   244,405     
  Charitable contributions         30,060   $     78,999     
     $ 2,055,873   $ 1,952,256     
           
           

             
                     
         Contributing Households   
           
                    
         Households  Weekly Giving   
         2014 2015 %      
         73 93 5% $60 or more   
         101 103 5% $40 to 59   
         164 183 9% $25 to $39   
         128 131 6% $20 to $24   
         158 158 8%  $15 to $19    
         225 253 12% $10 to $14   
         398 308 15% $5 to $9   
         887 824 40% $1 to $4   
                  
         2134 2053 100% Active Households   
                     
         Recommendations: 

> As God's stewards of treasure, please carefully 
reflect on your contributions as a sacrificial sharing. 
 
> Our parish requires everyone's financial support for 
daily operations, please consider contributing 
consistently. 
 
> We strongly encourage parishioners to consider 
signing up for automatic credit card payments. 
 
> If your income has increased over the past year, 
please consider increasing your tithe. 
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30th Anniversary Celebration  

 

We were very blessed to have Bishop McElroy preside at our 30th Anniversary Mass and 
then bless the hall expansion and join us for dinner. 

Our very 
own St. 
Gregory 
the Great 
lead us in a 
trivia 
game.   

More pictures on the next page! 

Before 

and A er 

As the calendar year winds down and the Church year begins, with 
Thanksgiving behind us, as the air chills even here in San Diego our 

thoughts turn to Christmas. The lights, the smells, the sounds all set the scene. But what is the scene that is being set? 
There is a song out that is perfect for Advent, “Go Light Your World” by Chris Rice, easily googled. It’s about each of us 
possessing a candle. Many of us have candles that shine brighter than others and for some their candle has gone out.  
This Advent season is about lighting candles to dispel the darkness of those around us, seen and unseen. Our Advent 
journey should include looking around and being aware of those who need their candle to burn brighter. There are the 
lonely, the forgotten even in our own family, neighborhood, work place and Church.  

Let this Advent be a different and deeper experience than Black Friday and Cyber Monday. Pray more often for the 
needs of others. Our prayers have power. As we focus on the Jubilee Year of Mercy, God’s mercy is given to those 
who desire it (read the book of Joel in the Hebrew Testaments, it is very short.) Your asking for mercy in the name of 
others, is one way of lighting another’s candle. PRAY for others! When you see an emergency vehicle pass by, with its 
lights flashing and siren screaming, pray for the safety of all involved both the responders and those in need, bless 
them with the sign of the cross, it makes a difference. If you know someone down the street who is alone, visit them. If 
you see a homeless person on the street, don’t just ease your mind with a dollar bill. Give them the twenty dollars you 
saved on that Black Friday sale item. Did you know you can go to the ATM and get another? Seriously, think about that, 
most of us can. That twenty dollar bill you saved, and then gave, has become something priceless.  

One last thought, I often think of how Mary having given birth to Jesus must have thought, as she held him in her arms; 
this is the one who created all that is, far before her own life. Yet, she sits holding this God child in her arms. What kind 
of God must this be? What kind of God would give his very life that we might have life eternal? What kind of God would 
let us hold him in our hands at Mass? And all he asks in return is to go light the candle of another. Light one or two 
candles this year and make the world a little brighter.   

Have a joyful and meaningful Advent and Christmas will take care of itself. 

From the Deacon’s Desk 
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    Christmas Liturgy Schedule 

St. Gregory The Great  

Catholic Church 

Primary Business Address 

Address Line 2 

Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: 

someone@example.com 

 

 
Advent Reconciliation Service  

 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 ~ 7:00 PM 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 
 

Thursday, December 24, 2015 
 

Children’s Choir   ~  4:00 PM 
 

 Youth Choir    ~  6:00 PM 
 

Youth Choir    ~  8:00 PM 
 

Choir with brass/strings ~ 10:00 PM 
 

Christmas Day Masses 
 

Friday, December 25, 2015 
 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM  
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

Vigil:  Saturday, December 26, 2015 ~ 5:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December 27, 2015 
  

 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, & 5:00 PM 
 

The Octave of Day of the Nativity of the Lord 
 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
 

Vigil:  Thursday, December 31, 2015 ~ 5:00pm 
 

Friday, January 1, 2016 ~ 9:00am 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Vigil: Saturday, January 2, 2016 ~ 5:00 PM 
 

Sunday, January 3, 2016  
 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, & 5:00 PM 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Vigil: Saturday, January 9, 2016 ~ 5:00 PM 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2016 
 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, & 5:00 PM 

Club 7 was our entertainment and they were fabulous.   Almost 400 of us enjoyed a delicious dinner & 
entertainment.  Thank goodness for the expanded hall! 

Fr. Nick and Mrs. O’Connell welcoming the crowd. 

 

30th Anniversary 


